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SITE INFORMATION
Country: Germany
Inscribed in: 1995
Criteria: (viii)

Messel Pit is the richest site in the world for understanding the living environment of the Eocene, between 
57 million and 36 million years ago. In particular, it provides unique information about the early stages of 
the evolution of mammals and includes exceptionally well-preserved mammal fossils, ranging from fully 
articulated skeletons to the contents of stomachs of animals of this period. © UNESCO

SUMMARY

GOOD
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The conservation outlook for the Messel Pit Fossil Site is good in the long term. The World Heritage values of 
the site are well preserved and stable thanks to the adequate and improving protection and management 
system. The current and potential threats from landslides and growing tourism are very low and are all 
included in the management plan, which is in place since 2009. The threats are well identified and the risks 
for the site are adequately estimated and addressed.


