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SITE INFORMATION
Country: Viet Nam
Inscribed in: 2003
Criteria: (viii) (ix) (x)

The Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park, inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2003, covered 85,754 
hectares. With this extension, the site covers a total surface area of 126,236 hectares (a 46 % increase) 
and shares a boundary with the Hin Namno Nature Reserve in the Peoples Democratic Republic of Laos. 
The Park’s landscape is formed by limestone plateaux and tropical forests. It features great geological 
diversity and offers spectacular phenomena, including a large number of caves and underground rivers. 
The site harbours a high level of biodiversity and many endemic species. The extension ensures a more 
coherent ecosystem while providing additional protection to the catchment areas that are of vital 
importance for the integrity of limestone landscapes.
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SUMMARY

SIGNIFICANT CONCERN
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While the very core of the site’s Outstanding Universal Value – the karst landscape and inherent examples of 
Earth’s history – is secure from degradation on a scale that would diminish this value, there is a trend for 
economic opportunity to overshadow the protection of the karst values represented by the caves. The 
existing show-caves require remedial works to repair what damage can be repaired and more importantly, 
they need infrastructure and policy development to minimize ongoing damage from poor visitation 
management. The opening of additional caves without adequate planning and development controls and 
opening wild caves in the Strictly Protected Zone for tourism, without developing detailed management 
prescriptions for those caves, is particularly concerning.
It is of concern that a clear benefit-sharing for local communities is still not in place, and that there is a rise 
in over-dependency on revenue from tourism.
The biodiversity values of the forest are being severely impacted by invasive plants and although recent law 
enforcement efforts are reported to have led to a significant reduction in offenses, poaching and other illegal 
resource use remains an ongoing threat to the World Heritage site. Of great concern are also the unknown 
impacts of roads within the site and the loss of large mammals.


